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PATENT 

Docket No.: M4065.0275/P275-A 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Patent Application of: 
Richard D. HOLSCHER, et al. 

Serial No.: 09/994.669 
Filed: November 28, 2001 
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Group Art Unit: Not Yet Assigned 
Examiner: Not Yet Assigned 



For: AUTOMATED COMBI 

DEPOSITION APPARATUS AND 
METHOD 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



SECOND PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Dear Sir: 



Prior to examination of the above-identified application on the merits, please 



amend the application as follows: 
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Please cancel claims 16-18 without prejudice or disclaimer to the subject matter 



recited therein. 



1400100v1;%0B 01!. DOC 



2 



Serial No,: 09/994,669 



Claims 1-9 are currently pending in the above-identified application. Claims 10- 
15 were previously canceled, and claims 16-18 have been canceled in this Amendment. 
Claims 10-18 are being prosecuted in the parent application, serial number 09/586,952. 

Each of the presently pending claims is believed to be in immediate condition for 
allowance and the Examiner is respectfully requested to pass this application to issue. 

Dated: January 30, 2002 Respectfully submitted, 




Thomas J. D'Amico 

Registration No. 28,371 
DICKSTEIN SHAPIRO MORIN & 

OSHINSKY, LLP 
2101 L Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20037-1526 
(202) 785-9700 
Attorneys for Applicants 
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